
Park Commission Meeting Minutes 
3rd Quarter FY 2018-19  

Truman Memorial Building – Presidential Hall B 
May 2, 2019 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
The 3rd Quarter meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, May 2, 2019 by Commission Chair 

John Eppert, with Commission members present as follows: Diane Kyser, Zac Gall, Michael Steinmeyer, 

Gail Price, and advisory member Roger Hershey.  The following guests were present: Paula Crist, Jana 

Evans, Evelyn Bray, and Teagan Johnson; all representing the Kentucky Hills Home Owners Association 

(HOA).  Eric Urfer, Director; Morris Heide, Assistant Director; Mike Hicks, Parks & Grounds Manager; Jodi 

Wynn, Recreation Manager; and Tamara Bennetzen, Staff Assistant were present representing 

Parks/Recreation/Tourism Department staff. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes  

Minutes of the February 28, 2019 meeting were approved as written. 

Chair Report – Council Presentation 

John Eppert reported that the semi-annual presentation went well and the Parks Department has a lot 

of City Council support. 

Director’s Report 

 3rd Quarter Budget Position: Eric reviewed the 3rd Quarter Budget Position. For this reporting 

period, General Fund Cost Centers are 66% expended and PRST Cost Centers are 76% expended. 

 Recreation Programs/Events update:  Jodi distributed fliers and reviewed several of the many 

events coming up this Spring and Summer. 

 Park Operations Update: Mike recapped the various projects and routine tasks that 

Maintenance Crews are currently working on.  He noted that they have been working on 

cleaning up a lot of graffiti throughout the Parks system.  John Eppert asked about the schedule 

for completing the Santa Fe Tennis Court renovation; Mike responded that the top six would be 

complete by the end of June and the bottom six would start at the beginning of July. He added 

that the Blackburn Pickleball Court Conversion project will be done in early May.  John asked 

about parking lot striping; Eric responded that Public Works is inventorying all City lots and will 

be putting budgets together for pothole repairs and ADA parking accommodations.  Michael 

asked about the recent break-ins at Bingham-Waggoner Estate; Eric explained that staff did get 

photos of the perpetrator both times he broke the windows and entered and IPD is currently 

investigating.  Diane asked what the discipline was for him; Eric answered that he has not yet 

been caught.  Mike added that IPD has taken this very seriously.  On another note, Eric 

reminded the Commission that we were able to get another maintenance crew added this year 

and they have been able to mow every park once per week, until the rain stopped them.   

 Park Projects Update:  Morris updated on major Park projects; including playground 

replacements at Glendale and Fairmount Parks and shelter construction and spillway 

improvements at George Owens. Roger asked about silt in the George Owens ponds; Eric 

explained that it won’t impact fishing activities for now.  Morris also recapped the Capital 



Projects at the Arena; including:  construction of a party patio, installation of LED interior 

lighting, installation of new video boards, and upgrades to the facility’s Wi-Fi and point-of-sale 

systems.   

 FY 19-20 Budget Proposal:  Eric recapped the current year revenues and projections for next 

year’s revenue.  Roger asked if staff has heard of any implications from the shortfall in General 

Funds next year.  Eric explained that there is a $3.2 Million gap in next Fiscal Year’s General Fund 

budget.  He said the department may have some minor cuts in General Fund, but while they 

should not be significant, they may result in some expenses being shifted to Parks and 

Recreation Sales Tax.  He indicated that the department’s budget proposal was well received, 

but staff just does not know how it will turn out yet.  Roger asked where the department is 

generally on deferred maintenance; Eric responded that there is over $32 Million in deferred 

projects, which include new construction.  Eric and Morris will differentiate between new capital 

and deferred maintenance on future reports.  Roger asked about the new initiative the Mayor 

put out.  Eric explained that it is 10-minute walk to park initiative, which came through the 

Mayor’s office from National Recreation & Parks Association.  City staff is currently creating heat 

maps to determine the status of this and they will include County parks and school playgrounds.  

Roger asked if an Ordinance ever went through requiring developers to donate towards parks; 

Eric said no, but staff would look into it.  At this point, Kentucky Hills residents Paula Crist, Jana 

Evans, and Evelyn Bray stated their concerns about not having a park within walking distance of 

their neighborhood.  They live closest to Mill Creek Park, but there are no sidewalks to get there, 

so it is not walkable.  Eric explained the Master Plan, which calls out what projects are to be 

done.  A meeting has already been scheduled with this group soon to look into park concerns in 

their area.  Eric stated that he does have some ideas in mind and will discuss them at the 

upcoming meeting. 

Old Business 

 HSA Funding Update – Eric reminded the group of the presentation given last meeting regarding 
the Historic Sites Assessment.  Eric gave this presentation to multiple groups who unanimously 
supported a 1% tax on restaurant sales to be dedicated to historic preservation; Eric delivered 
the information to City Council, but they have decided to hold on this initiative for the time 
being. 

 Naming Policy – Eric checked with other departments and found that PRT has the most 

formalized policy in the City.  Eric will bring back drafts for the Commission’s consideration.  

New Business 

 Park Evaluations – Eric stated that they are due now.  He further explained that a recent lawsuit 

brought up Park Evaluations and he asked the Commission if they were still comfortable 

performing these evaluations.  Roger asked if there is any sort of training given to the 

evaluators.  John stated that the booklet is valuable, but he thinks more training is needed.  

Roger suggested having the City’s risk management firm review the form that is used for 

evaluations.  Eric said staff will meet with Risk Assessment to determine where to go with this 

program.  [Following this meeting, staff followed up with the City Attorney, whose legal opinion 

is that what we are doing with the Park Inspection program is fine.]  John named the parks that 

are not currently assigned to anyone for evaluation; Diane is taking Santa Fe/Country 

Club/Rotary and Michael will take Fairmount-Davis/Bundschu/Hill Park.  Tamara will send 



booklets and forms out to the whole group.  John explained that they are inspected twice per 

year, typically in April and October.  John asked if staff could add a “trouble number” to the 

front of the booklet in case they come across something that needs immediate attention.  

Tamara will add Mike’s cell phone number. 

 Events on Website – John asked if a list of upcoming events could be added to the Department’s 

webpage.  Staff will see that this information is updated. 

 Future Meetings – John asked that the Committee schedule the next two meetings.  These 

meetings were then scheduled for November 14, 2019 and February 6, 2020. 

 Truman Connect – The City would like a member of the Park Commission to serve on the 

Truman Connect Steering Committee.  Eric explained what Truman Connect is and what the 

Committee would be doing.  It was agreed that Zac will be the primary, and Gail will be his 

backup if he can’t attend. 

Adjournment 

 With no other business appearing before the Commission, this meeting was adjourned at 7:30 

p.m. 

 


